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Cbe 3nternational Conferem 
on IM11rei11g, 

(Continued jvom puge 4S9, Yol. xxsviii.) 

MORNING SESSION. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1 9 t h .  

THE PUBLIC AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES O F  THE TRAINED NURSE. 

At the Norning Session the President rvag 
&he. Alphen Salvador, who throughout identi- 
fied herself with the Conference and was 
present at &U. the Sessioiis. 

THE SCOPE OB THE NATERNITT NURSE. 
RT MISS MARUARET BREAT. 

3l‘iss Breay said the real poiiit a t  issue was 
whether the ininistrations of any niotlierly wonia11 
who has seen a fen maternity cases are sufficient 
for a lying-in patient, or whether such a pa- 
tient requires a skilled nurse. She thought that 
the highest and most intelligent skill, aiid the 
best women the nursing profession can produce, 
are needed for this work, especially in the hoiiies 
of the poor in England ancl Wales, where the 
mortality from puerperal fever is as high as 
ever, although in the lying-in hospitals it has 
been $racticaIIy staniped out. 

What should be the exteut of the training 
of a niaternity nurse? She should lie n-ell eilii- 
catecl, and have had general nursing trainiug wit11 
instruction in midwifery. It is easier f o r  a well- 
educated woman to grasp and practise aseptic 
principles. The three great branrhes of oiir work, 
medical, surgical, ailcl ohstetric nursing, shoulcl be 
included in the eclucational curriculum of every 
nurse. This triple training is most iniportant 
for n ~ r d  sisters, aiid also for  private niirses for  
any serious disease in a pregnant woniaii iiiag he- 
come coniplicatecl with premature labour. In 
regard to whether a maternity nurse should be 
a midwife, JIiss Breay said she thought it safer, 
as maternity iiiirses, diether trained in midwifery 
or not, often had -to a c t  as iniclwi~~es. The ecln- 
cated maternity nurse could he a great educative 
factor in the dissemiuation of the knowledge of 
hygiene, w1iic.h .sonIcl have an  appreciable effect 
in raising the staudarrl of national health. 

-.. 
31 ATERNIL AID. 

BT DR. DUMIISAY. 
DI.. Dnhrisay took as his siibject Maternal 

* Aid,” ancl said that a Society hail been formed 
in Paris whirli i t  was hopecl wonlrl start  work 
in the aiitiiiiin, ~diich Il i~i l  the support of $1. 
3Iesiirenr and others. 

T l i ~  object of this Society v a s  (1) t o  help 
nerehaitous vo~iien jn ~ ~ I i i l ~ l ~ ~ i r t h ,  w110 remain a t  
honrr, and h a w  t h ~  services of the municipal 
midw i f r  , who, 11 ;tvi 11 g a ccompl ished lier task , 
l ~ a r c s  the pnor woman at the end of ten days. 

(t?) To lrt.11) those who go into the niaterliity 
11ospitals a n d  rptiirn t o  thchir homes and worlr 
heforr t1ir.y are well enough. To put thcir 
1ml)iw mi t  i n  farms t o  Iw niirscrl a t  a low cost of 
ahnnt 10 francs (8 shillings) a month if neeilerl. 
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(3) To find work for the mothers. It is also 
proposed to open a house where children of both 
seses will be aclxnitted np to the age of five 
years, ancl take11 care of while the mother is 
uliable to looli after thelil. 

~ ~ S R I S T A N C I ~  TO TIIB \ ~ T I V E S  AND CHILDREN OF 

Br MLLI. Crr.tm.iL. 
It was stated by Mlle. Chaptal that  the Cit>y 

of Paris n~orks seven “consultations” for  infants at  
its own expense, and three in the suburbs, all in 
p ~ p ~ l o u s  districts, which give free milk for  
the infants of women who attend regularly. In 
1906, 941 children mere helped, 218 only being 
nursed by the mother. Undeniable as are the 
advantages of this free, milk for infants, yet i t  
has dangers, for to give free lnilli to a mother 
before being assured that  she cannot suckle lier 
child is to offer a premiuni for  meaning, and this 
should only be done on medical advice after es- 
aniinatioii of the mother. The mother needing 
help for her babe should attend the dispensary 
before the birth, where she could be taught how 
best t o  nourish the coniing child, and, if neces- 
sary, receive food suital)le to her condition. This 
need not increase expenses, as it has been found 
in connection with the Dispensary linomn :IS 
‘‘ 1’Assistance Maternelle,” that  since this plan 
has been adopted, more children have been breast’ 
fed. In  1905, 66 nursing mothers wore hdpetl, 
and aiilk given to 129 infants at. a cost of rEtil6 6s. 
In  1906 91 nursing mothers were helped, and nlilli 
given to 97 infants, the espenses being 011ly R43S. 
In  addition to this a woniaii is appoilited t o  cln 
the household >x?orIi during the lying-in period, so 
avoiding the necessity for tlio patient to go to 
hospital. This has produced the very best resiilts, 
the mortality of infants falling from 14.1 per 
cent. in 1901 to 6.9 per cent. in 1906, that  of rc- 
gular attolidants a t  the Dispensary being 2 per 
cent. 

\~rOltI<INU &hN. 

THE WAR AUAINST INFANTILE MORTALITT. 
BY FRAULEIN ERN.\. \vETDERfANN. 

It was stated by Frauleiii Weyclemaun that 
400,000 children under one year old die in Ger- 
inany aininally. To lessen this terrible mortality it 
 as necessary to teach the yonng espcctallb 
mothers t o  preparo for their flitme duties, chiefly 
that of suckling their ncm.Iy liurn children. For 
this piirpose the deIircry sbould take place, if 
possible, in lying-in hospitals or niic1wivc.s’ 
homes, which are under lcgal supervision, an 
enabling niother ancl child t o  be togother, ancl 
preventing too wrly return t o  worli. TT’llen‘ 
~ o r k  must be resumed, ancl perhaps some arti- 
ficial feeding necessary, thsn “ niilk cake ” can 
be usecl. This is prepared under municipal 
supervision, and can lie olitaineil in all towns. 
In connection with this municipal oversightt 
doctors are ready to give hnlp in ~ o r d  ancl deed. 
“ For the clortor,” said Fraulnin Weydomann, 

will not, as formclrly, lie called t o  the beclsitlt~ 
of the sick child, hii t  wil l  ac*t, as comsellor IVIIPII 
the ohild is n.cdl.” xft‘cirts are being niaile irr 
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